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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

 

HELD AT HEADQUARTERS, HIGHLAND, N.Y. ON  

June 16, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

   

  BOARD MEMBERS: 
Gerentine, Richard A., Chairman 
Higgins, Roger P, Vice Chairman 
Dressel, Roderick O., Commissioner 
Ramaglia, Joseph, Commissioner 

   
  OFFICERS: 

Ruggiero, Joseph, Secretary 
  Bushek, Brian, Treasurer 

Whitbeck, Carl G., Counsel 
 

        
Chairman Gerentine called the meeting to order at 3:13 pm.  Chairman Gerentine 
noted that Commissioner Ramaglia was in attendance via visual and audio 
communications through Skype.  Chairman Gerentine asked for a motion to adopt 
the amended agenda.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Dressel the amended agenda was approved unanimously.  
Chairman Gerentine called for a motion to adopt the minutes of the May 12, 2016 
Annual meeting.  On motion of Commissioner Dressel, seconded by Vice Chairman 
Higgins, the minutes of the May 12, 2016 Annual meeting were adopted 
unanimously.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 
May 12, 2016 Regular meeting.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded 
by Commissioner Ramaglia, the minutes of the May 12, 2016 Regular meeting was 
adopted unanimously. 

 

Business agenda documents/reports are mailed to the Board Members and 

General Counsel one week prior to the meeting.  Board meetings are web cast 

and are available on-line. 
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ENGINEERING: 

 

1) IBTTA Travel Request from Frank Mazzella & Chris Gimbel 

 

Mr. Wright requested an approval by the Board for Frank Mazzella and Chris Gimbel 
to each attend the IBTTA conference in Boston. The conference is on a very 
relevant topic and should be extremely beneficial as NYSBA considers a potential 
leap to all-electronic tolling. Mr. Wright expressed that since the conference is in 
Boston, travel expenses are minimized. Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On 
a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Ramaglia, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-059 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the request for Frank Mazzella, Manager of 
Electronic Toll Systems and Chris Gimbel, Manager of Toll System Applications 
Development, to attend the 2016 IBTTA Summit on All-Electronic Tolling, Managed 
Lanes and Interoperability July 24 – July 26, 2016 in Boston, Massachusetts; now 
therefore  

BE IT RESOLVED that attendance at the conference is authorized in accordance 
with Mr. Mazzella’s and Mr. Gimbel’s respective travel request forms, estimated at 
approximately $1,165.00 each; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, is 
hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement this 
resolution. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th day of 
June 2016. 
             
       

__________________________________ 
 Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) Updated – 2016-2020 Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Mr. Wright reviewed the revised version of the 2016-2020 CIP. The Authority 
prioritized several projects, including the lowering of the catwalk on the North Span 
of the Newburgh Beacon Bridge as well as the addition of system-wide joint repairs, 
which resulted in an increase of $6,845,000.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a 
motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Ramaglia, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-060 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the New York State Bridge 
Authority has reviewed the revised 2016 - 2020 Capital Program for scope and cost; 
and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority Directors and Executive Office have performed a six 
month review and several projects have been prioritized; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the updated 2016 – 2020 Capital Program in the amount 
of $90,404,000.00 be approved; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, is 
hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement this 
resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th day of 
June, 2016. 
             
             

     __________________________________  
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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3) Supplemental Agreement with Kapsch for MHB Camera Relocation 
 
Mr. Wright explained to the Board that the MHB camera 4 was installed in 2001 and 
due to a safety issue with the overhead transmission lines and interference, the 
Authority would like to relocate the camera to a spot east of the current location. 
Kapsch, our System-wide Intelligent Transportation System Engineering consultant, 
will be issued a Supplemental Agreement to perform the work, which includes new 
electrical service, camera pole and an upgrade of all field equipment, estimated at a 
not-to-exceed cost of $38,670.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Ramaglia, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-061 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 
WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that it is in 

the public interest that a Supplemental Agreement be issued for the relocation of 
Mid-Hudson Bridge camera 4, currently located on the west approach, to include 
new electrical service, camera pole and an upgrade of all field equipment (BA-2016-
RE-116-DB); and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority has determined that our System-Wide Intelligent 
Transportation System Engineering Consultant, Kapsch Trafficom USA, Inc., under 
their current agreement, is uniquely qualified for this assignment; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering department has reviewed and approved 
their cost proposal; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York State 
Bridge Authority award a Supplemental Agreement to Kapsch Trafficom USA, Inc., 
of Secaucus, New Jersey to provide design build services at a not-to-exceed cost of 
$38,670.00; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, is 
hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement this 
resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th day of 
June, 2016. 
             
             
     __________________________________  
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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4) System-Wide Joint  Repairs – Design Bid Award – BA-2016-RE-110-DE  
 
Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project to analyze 
and design system-wide joint repairs in the NYS Contract Reporter with bids due on 
June 7, 2016. Five (5) firms requested the RFP with three (3) proposals submitted. 
Upon review of the submissions, the Engineering department recommended 
awarding a contract to Foit-Albert Associates, of Albany, New York, in the not-to-
exceed amount of $33,790.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Ramaglia, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-062 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that it is in the 
public interest to award a contract for professional design services in connection with 
System-Wide Joint Repairs to be designated BA-2015-RE-110-DE; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering department advertised this request in the 
New York State Contract Reporter and received three (3) cost proposals; and  

WHEREAS, Authority’s Engineering department has reviewed the cost proposals 
and has determined that Foit-Albert Associates is best qualified to provide the 
required professional services; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York State 
Bridge Authority award a professional services contract to Foit-Albert Associates of 
Albany, NY in an amount not to exceed $33,790.00; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, is 
hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement this 
resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th day of 
June, 2016. 

           
           
   __________________________________  
   Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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5) MHB and NBB Miscellaneous Steel Repairs Award – BA-2016-RE-103-CM 
 
Mr. Wright informed the Board that the Authority solicited bids for the upcoming steel 
repairs at the MHB and NBB through an advertisement in the NYS Contract 
Reporter. Ten (10) firms requested the bid documents with three (3) submitting bids.   
After a review of the proposals received, the Engineering department recommended 
awarding this project to Hudson Valley Bridge (HVB) of Harriman, New York at a not 
to exceed cost of $4,594,000.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded Commissioner Dressel, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-063 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, bids were solicited through the New York State Contract Reporter 
for the contract entitled Mid-Hudson and Newburgh Beacon Bridges “Miscellaneous 
Steel Repairs” as BA-2016-RE-103-CM and three (3) bids were received on June 9, 
2016; the low bidder being the firm of Hudson Valley Bridge (HVB) at a bid of 
$4,594,000.00; and 
 WHEREAS, an environmental review of this project has determined there is no 
significant negative impact; and  

WHEREAS, after further review of the cost proposal by the Engineering 
department, it is recommended that a construction contract be awarded to the firm of 
Hudson Valley Bridge; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York State 
Bridge Authority award a construction contract to Hudson Valley Bridge of Harriman, 
NY in an amount not to exceed $4,594,000.00, pending the filing of proper 
certifications, and the receipt of bonding and insurance requirements; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, is 
hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement this 
resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th day of 
June, 2016. 

           
           
    __________________________________ 
    Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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6) MHB Roof Rehabilitation – Bridge Office & Old Admin Building Award – BA-

2015-RE-003-DE 
 
Mr. Wright advised the Board that the Authority advertised this project to remove 
and reinstall the existing roof of the Old Administration building and to remove 
the existing roofing on the Bridge Office building and replace it with a new cold 
formed truss supported raised seam roof system in the NYS Contract Reporter 
with bids due on June 3, 2016. Eight (8) firms requested the plans and 
specifications with three (3) bids submitted; the apparent low bidder being BBR 
Contracting Corporation at $588,750.00.   The Engineering department 
recommended awarding this project to BBR Contracting Corporation, of 
Brooklyn, NY at a not-to-exceed cost of $588,750.00.  Chairman Gerentine called 
for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Dressel, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-064 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, bids were solicited through the New York State Contract 
Reporter for the contract entitled Mid-Hudson Bridge Roof Rehabilitation – (BA-
2015-RE-003-DE) and three (3) bids were received on June 3, 2016; the low 
bidder being the firm of BBR Contracting Corporation; and 
 WHEREAS, after further review of the cost proposal by the Engineering 
department, it is recommended that a construction contract be awarded to the 
firm of BBR Contracting Corporation; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority award a contract to BBR Contracting Corporation of 
Brooklyn, NY at a not-to-exceed cost of $588,750.00; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June, 2016. 

           
           
    __________________________________ 
    Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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7) Jobs in Progress  
 

Mr. Wright advised the Board regarding the Engineering Jobs in Progress Report 
for the month of May.  Mr. Wright reported that the railing rehab construction 
begins in July at the Rip Van Winkle Bridge.  The Walkway Over the Hudson 
railing rehab is 75% complete.  Mr. Wright also mentioned that the fiber upgrade 
on the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge south span has begun.  Chairman Gerentine 
called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Dressel, the following resolution was adopted unanimously:  

 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-065 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the monthly Engineering Progress 
Report on Capital Project Status; and 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Engineering Progress Report is accepted as 
an instrument documenting the Board’s briefing of Capital Construction activities; 
and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this                   
16th day of June 2016. 

             
            
                 ________________________                

Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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FINANCIAL: 
 

1) Investment Transaction Report 

 

Mr. Bushek reviewed the Investment Report for the month of May noting nine 
investments for the month. Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion 
of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dressel, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-066 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the investment control procedures for the New York State 
Bridge Authority provide that the Board shall review and approve the report of 
investment transactions completed since the meeting of the Board on May 12, 
2016; now therefore and, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority the New York State Bridge Authority does hereby concur 
with and approve the investment report as filed with this body on this date for the 
purpose noted; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June, 2016. 

             
      __________________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) Q1 2016 Quarterly Operations Report 

 

Mr. Bushek reported to the Board that the traffic increase of 11.10% for three 
months was the result of increases in both passenger and commercial, 11.29% 
and 8.24% respectively.  This increase is a continuation of the increase that 
began in Q4 2014 when gas prices fell and has been complimented by the mild 
2016 winter.  Toll revenue increased 10.82% consistent with increase in traffic 
with passenger and commercial contributing 11.85% and 8.69% respectively.  
Increasing funds available to invest have allowed the Authority to benefit from 
rising interest rates and allowed for a longer term investment horizon, interest 
income increased $53,000 to $151,000 year to date.  Miscellaneous receipts 
increased as a result of the fiber leasing activities and equipment sold.  
Operating expenses increased $137,000 a net result of:  Salaries increased by 
$296,000 as a result of a timing difference compared to prior year with one extra 
payroll as the Authority reports quarterly financial statements on a cash basis; 
Employee Health Insurance Costs are up by $74,000 associated with increases 
in employee health insurance bills; Maintenance and Repairs are down $173,000 
associated with milder winter weather; Depreciation decreased by $79,000 due 
to equipment purchased in prior years becoming fully depreciated; and 
Equipment purchases are up $63,000 as the Authority upgrades various minor 
equipment at all facilities. Operating expenses were budgeted at $33.3 million, 
which includes $2.4 million for accrual post-employment benefits and $1.6 million 
for depreciation of the Walkway Over The Hudson booked at year end. As of 
3/31, $4.8 million was spent.  The Authority's five year capital plan originally 
budgeted $14.7 million.  As of 3/31 $0.2 million has been spent.  No action 
required by the Board. 
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3) Contract Internal Audit Services – BA-2016-OA-002-PS 

 

Mr. Bushek reported to the Board that during May 2016, the Authority advertised 
in the NYS Contract Reporter and our website for a contract internal auditor to 
assist in compliance with the Public Authorities Accountability Act of 2005 as 
amended by the Public Authorities Reform Act of 2009.  In addition to other 
requirements, these Acts require all public authorities to have in place a program 
to assess the effectiveness of their internal control structure and procedures 
within ninety days after the end of its fiscal year.  The role of the internal auditor 
is to assist the Authority in completing its annual assessment of the effectiveness 
of its internal control structure and policies, and to assist the Authority in 
maintaining a program of internal control review.  The Authority structured the 
request for proposal to require three one year contracts with the option to extend 
the contract for two additional years provided the terms and conditions remain 
materially the same.  The Authority performed MWBE outreach and set goals for 
the contract BA-2016-OA-002PS and during June 2016 received one proposal 
from Tronconi, Segarra, & Associates, the vendor for the previous contract.  The 
proposal was for $19,500 for each of the first three years, $20,000 in the fourth 
year and $20,500 in the fifth.  The expiring contract had a budgeted cost of 
$21,100 per year for the last three years of the 5 year contract.   Mr. Bushek 
noted the engagement letter and the new 2016 audit program will be provided in 
a subsequent meeting.  Based on the Authority’s satisfaction with the services 
provided by Tronconi, Segarra, & Associates Mr. Bushek recommended to the 
Audit Committee and the Board to award the contract BA-2016-OA-002PS to 
Tronconi, Segarra & Associates.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Ramaglia, the 
following resolution as adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-067 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board reviewed the report relative to the contract BA-
2016-OA-002PS Contract Internal Audit Services; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority does hereby concur with and approve three one year 
contracts for the years ending 2016, 2017, and 2018 to Tronconi, Segarra & 
Associates at a not to exceed cost of $19,500 annually; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June, 2016. 

      __________________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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8) 2016 Maintenance Reserve Fund Balance Determination  
 
Mr. Bushek indicated to the Board that in accordance with Section 5.03 of the 
Bond Resolution, a certificate of an Authorized Officer of the authority indicating 
the required balance in the Maintenance Reserve Fund is $54,665,000.  This 
balance, determined by resolution annually, is the amount necessary to enable 
the Authority to comply with the covenant contained in Section 7.12 of the Bond 
Resolution.  It represents the revised Board approved Capital Improvement 
Program for the years 2016-2018. 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-068 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the report relative to determining the 
adequate balance in the Maintenance Reserve Fund; now therefore and, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the balance shall be $54,665,000 as 
recommended by the consulting Engineers, Modjeski and Masters, P.C.; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June, 2016. 

       
_______________________________ 

       Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: 
 

1) Firewall System Upgrade  

 

Mr. Herd indicted that the Authority’s current firewall was procured in December 
of 2007, making the system 9 years old.  Firewalls in general are the most prolific 
IT security product in use.  Annese & Associates have been in business since 
1970.  They are certified Cisco partners and are currently on the NYS OGS 
contract for Cisco, PT64525.   Mr. Herd recommend an approval of a cost not-to-
exceed $40,000.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of 
Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Ramaglia, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-069 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 
 

WHEREAS, the board has reviewed the memorandum about the 
procurement and professional services required for the firewall system upgrade; 
and, 
 WHEREAS, the Authority has received a price quote from Annese and 
Associates for the firewall system upgrade and are on the NYS OGS Contract, 
PT64525 and are registered with New York as a WMBE; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority that a purchase order be awarded to Annese and 
Associates in the amount not-to-exceed $40,000.00; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June, 2016. 

             
      __________________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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BRIDGE OPERATIONS: 
 

1) New York State Thruway Authority – 1st Quarter 2016 2016 –E-ZPass Expenses 

 

Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Savosky reviewed the invoice from the New York State 
Thruway Authority for 1st quarter 2016 Bridge Authority E-ZPass expenses for the 
period January 1, 2016 through March 31, 2016, and as such, find them to be 
true and accurate and recommend that they be paid in the amount of 
$998,097.06.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice 
Chairman Higgins, seconded Commissioner Ramaglia, the following resolution 
was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-070 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 
 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the report relative to the payment to 
the New York State Thruway Authority for 1st Quarter 2016 Bridge Authority E-
ZPass costs in the amount of $998,097.06; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that this payment is hereby approved at a cost not to 
exceed $998,097.06; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June 2016. 

 
              
       Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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REPORTS TO BOARD: 
 

1) Monthly Activity Report of the Executive Director 

The Monthly Activity Report was submitted by Executive Director Joseph 
Ruggiero noting no expenditures. 
 

2) May 2016 Traffic and Revenue Analysis 

Mr. Ruggiero noted for the month of May traffic increased 2.39% and revenue 
increased 2.43%.  No action was required by the Board. 
 

3) May 2016 E-ZPass Sales Analysis 

Mr. Ruggiero indicated that year-to-date 2016 tag sales were 2,187, compared to 
2,233 sold year-to-date 2015.  No action was required by the Board. 
 
 
 

4) Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley (HBHV) Monthly Report for June 2016 

 

Ms. Sullivan reported to the Board that each month, she will submit an activity 
and expense report for the HBHV with attachments that may include payment 
verification from the Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley who will 
administrate and process expenses and salary payment to the HBHV Director, 
Kathy Burke; and activity and project reports from the HBHV Director.  For this 
report, there were no expenditures or activity (other than mine) as our new 
director will not start until July 1, 2016. MS. Sullivan’s HBHV projects included:  
1. Delivery and pick up of our Traveling Museum from regional schools 

a. Dover Elementary School in Dover Plains 
b. St. Denis St. Columba in Hopewell 

2. Filing the HBHV Annual Report with the NYS Education Department 
3. Finalizing the annual budget for HBHV July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 
4. Processing requirements for the 501(c)(3) application 
5. Review and update HBHV Virtual Museum 

 
Mr. Ruggiero added they are engaging a grant writer and grant applications over 
the summer.  No action was required by the Board. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1) Coordinated State-Wide Tourism Sign Program 

 

Mr. Ruggiero reported to the Board that per the recent directive from the 
Executive Chamber, transportation entities throughout New York State are being 
asked to display appropriate highway signs promoting NYS Tourism, including 
the “ILoveNY”, “Path Through History” and “Taste NY” programs.  The Hudson 
Valley is a key area of the state in this effort and the region benefits greatly from 
tourism promotion.  For NYSBA purposes, a single multi-purpose sign in each 
direction at our four non-interstate bridges would seem to make the most sense.  
These are permanent sign and will have to meet all federal and state highway 
sign requirements for visibility and safety.  To expedite the procurement and 
installation of these sign, Engineering through Craig Gardner is in the process of 
securing competitive quotes from qualified highway sign fabricators.  Installation 
will be done in stages with a combination of in-house and on-call contractor 
forces.  The Authority does not have an estimate at this time of the project cost 
for the procurement and installation of eight (8) highway signs, approximately 
eight by twelve (8’x12’), with appropriate hardware.   Mr. Ruggiero asked for the 
Board’s consideration authorizing to proceed with the project after due diligence 
in securing a competitive price and with the requirement that the he will report 
back to the Board on the final cost of the project.  Chairman Gerentine called for 
a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Ramaglia, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-071 

Resolution Date: June 16, 2016 
 

WHEREAS, transportation entities throughout New York State are being 
asked to display appropriate highway signs promoting NYS Tourism, including 
the “ILoveNY”, “Path Through History” and “Taste NY” programs; and to make 
every effort to have these signs installed by July first in order to maximize the 
impact of this tourism promotion; and, 
 WHEREAS, The Hudson Valley is a key area of the state in this effort, the 
region benefits greatly from tourism promotion and this project is consistent with 
NYSBA’s mission “… to  maintain and operate the vehicle crossings of the 
Hudson River entrusted to its jurisdiction for the economic and social benefit of 
the people of the State” ; and, 

WHEREAS, the Bridge Authority will participate in this program by 
procuring and installing a multi-purpose sign in each direction at the Rip Van 
Winkle, Kingston-Rhinecliff, Mid-Hudson and Bear Mountain bridges that will 
meet federal and state highway sign requirements for visibility and safety; now 
therefore 
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 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority authorizes the Executive Director to procure and install the 
necessary signage to complete this project in accordance with state-wide 
initiative and with the requirement that the Executive Director will report back to 
the Board on the final cost of the project once completed; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 16th 
day of June, 2016. 

             
      __________________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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This concluded the regular meeting.  Chairman Gerentine asked for a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Dressel and approved unanimously, the regular meeting 
adjourned at 3:36 P.M. 

 

The next regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners meeting is scheduled 
for June 16, 2016 at 3:00 P.M. at Headquarters. 

 


