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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

 

HELD AT HEADQUARTERS, HIGHLAND, N.Y. ON  

November 17, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

   

  BOARD MEMBERS: 
Gerentine, Richard A., Chairman 
Higgins, Roger P, Vice Chairman 
Dressel, Roderick O., Commissioner 
Stanton, J. Henry, Commissioner 
Jablonski, Diane, Commissioner 
 

   
  OFFICERS: 

Ruggiero, Joseph, Secretary 
  Bushek, Brian, Treasurer 

Whitbeck, Carl G., Counsel 
 

        
Chairman Gerentine called the meeting to order at 3:06 pm. Chairman Gerentine 
called for a motion to adopt the amended agenda.  On a motion of Vice Chairman 
Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Stanton, the amended agenda was adopted 
unanimously.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion to adopt the minutes of the 
October 20, 2016 Regular meeting as amended. On a motion of Vice Chairman 
Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Stanton, the minutes as amended of the 
October 20, 2016 Regular meeting as amended were adopted unanimously.   

 

 

Business agenda documents/reports are mailed to the Board Members and 

General Counsel one week prior to the meeting.  Board meetings are web cast 

and are available on-line. 
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ADMINISTRATION: 

 

1) NYS OGS Fuel Contracts Date Extensions  

 

Mr. Russo indicated to the Board that at its December 18, 2014 meeting, the 
Board resolved to adopt the use of the NYS Office of General Services contracts 
for the purchase of unleaded gasoline, diesel and fuel oil.  The terms of those 
contracts are due to expire.  NYS OGS has issued a revision to the current 
contracts extending the expiration dates to August 30, 2018 for diesel and fuel oil 
and to December 18, 2018 for unleaded gasoline.  All other terms and conditions 
remain unchanged.  Accordingly, it is recommended that the Authority continue 
to procure its needed supplies of diesel, gasoline and fuel oil under those 
previously awarded contracts for the remainder of the new term.  A brief 
discussion followed regarding bulk fuel procurement for all state agencies.  
Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, 
seconded by Commissioner Dressel, the following resolution was adopted 
unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-110 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS   the Board has established that it is necessary to procure fuel 
products to maintain its facilities and operate its equipment; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority   on December 18, 2014, adopted use of the 
then current NYS OGS Fuel contracts for gasoline, diesel and fuel oil with their 
terms and conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NYS OGS fuel contract awards due to expire have been 
extended by NYS OGS with the revised contract end dates as follows: 
   Diesel Fuel extended through August 30, 2018 
   Fuel Oil extended through August 30, 2018 
   Gasoline extended through December 18, 2018; now 
therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED  the Authority hereby acknowledges and approves the 
continued purchase of fuel under the previously adopted NYS OGS contracts as 
extended through the revised contract end dates; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th 
day of November, 2016. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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ENGINEERING: 

 

1) NBB North Span Catwalk & Cable Tray Rehabilitation  - Design- BA-2016-RE-

109-DE 

 

Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project to 
analyze and design the lowering of the catwalk and design a new cable tray on 
the North Span of the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge in the NYS Contract Reporter 
with submittals due on November 15th, 2016. Eleven (11) firms requested the 
RFP with one (1) proposal tendered.   Mr. Wright recommended Greenman-
Pedersen, (GPI), of Albany, NY for the project at a not-to-exceed cost of 
$149,700.00. The Authority has worked successfully with GPI in the past and 
expects this project to be no different.   Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  
On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, 
the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-111 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that it is 
in the public interest to award a contract for professional design services in 
connection with the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge North Span Catwalk and Cable 
Tray Rehabilitation to be designated BA-2016-RE-109-DE; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering department advertised this 
request in the New York State Contract Reporter with eleven (11) consultants 
requesting the RFP and one (1) technical and cost proposal received; and  

WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering department has reviewed the 
proposal and has determined that Greenman-Pedersen (GPI) is qualified to 
provide the required professional services; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority award a professional services contract to Greenman-
Pedersen (GPI) of Albany, New York in an amount not to exceed $149,700.00; 
and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th 
day of November, 2016. 
            
    __________________________________  
    Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) System-Wide Street Sweeping Contract – 3rd and Final Extension- BA-2013-OE-

114-OT 

 

Mr. Wright informed the Board that this contract was publicly advertised and bid 
in September of 2013, with one bid received from Community Custom Services 
at a price of $946.00 per day. The contract ran from November 1, 2013 through 
October 31, 2014, with the option to renew up to an additional three (3) one (1) 
year terms, with allowances for prevailing wage increases, insurance and fuel 
costs.  In November of 2014 we extended the first of Community Custom 
Service’s options for the next term of November 1, 2014 through October 31, 
2015 at a rate of $986.00 per day due to an increase in the prevailing wage. In 
January of this year, the Board approved the extension of the contract for the 
second term of November 1, 2015 through October 31, 2016.  Their current price 
proposal of $1,012.00 per day has not increased for the 2016-2017 sweeping 
season. Mr. Wright recommended an approval to exercise the third and final 
option to extend for another year, encompassing forty-five (45) days of service at 
a total contract cost of $45,540.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On 
a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-112 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that is it 
in the public interest to issue a third and final purchase order extension to 
Community Custom Services for the purchase of System-wide Street Sweeping 
Services (BA-2013-OE-004-OT); and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering Department had publicly 
advertised the opportunity for this service in the NYS Contract Reporter with the 
right to extend the term for up to three (3) additional one (1) year periods due to 
increases in insurance, fuel costs or prevailing wages; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority authorize that the existing contract BA-2013-OE-114-OT 
be extended for its third year to Community Custom Services for System-wide 
Street Sweeping Services at a rate of $1,012.00 per day with a total purchase 
order not to exceed the amount of $45,540.00 and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th day of 
November, 2016. 

            
    __________________________________  
    Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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3) Jobs in Progress  
 

Mr. Wright advised the Board regarding the Engineering Jobs in Progress Report 
for the month of October.  Mr. Wright reported that the sidewalk and railing 
replacement project at the Rip Van Winkle Bridge is 20% complete and sidewalk 
panels are being poured.  The Walkway Over the Hudson north railing rehab 
project completion remains on schedule for the end of November.    The roof 
rehab project at the Mid-Hudson bridge office has been rescheduled for spring of 
2017. Steel repairs shoring at the Newburgh Beacon Bridge continue and project 
completion is expected by the end of 2017.  Mr. Wright also mentioned that the 
9W deck raising is in design. Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously:  

 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-113 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the monthly Engineering Progress 
Report on Capital Project Status; and 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Engineering Progress Report is accepted as 
an instrument documenting the Board’s briefing of Capital Construction activities; 
and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this                   
17th day of November 2016. 
             
            
                ________________________                

Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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FINANCIAL: 
 

1) Investment Transaction Report 

 

Mr. Bushek reviewed the Investment Report for the month of October noting four 
investments for the month. Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion 
of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-114 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the investment control procedures for the New York State 
Bridge Authority provide that the Board shall review and approve the report of 
investment transactions completed since the meeting of the Board on October 
20, 2016; now therefore and, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority the New York State Bridge Authority does hereby concur 
with and approve the investment report as filed with this body on this date for the 
purpose noted; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th 
day of November, 2016. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) Budget and Financial Plan 2017-2020  

 
Pursuant to the Authority vested by Section 5 of Article 10 of the New York State 
Constitution, Article 9 of the Public Authorities Law and Section 8 (14) of the 
State Finance Law, the State Comptroller adopted Regulation 2 NYCRR Part 
203, “Budget and Financial Plan Format, Supporting Documentation and 
Monitoring – Public Authorities.”  The Authority’s Budget and Financial Plan 
2017-2020 (the Plan) required by this regulation includes the Budget and 
Financial Plan 2017-2020 including text, condensed budgeted revenues, 
expenditures and changes in current net assets 2017 – 2020, actual financial 
performance for 2015 and the change in estimates for the previously approved 
2016 budget, debt Schedule 2017 – 2020 and Capital Improvement Program 
2017 – 2021. The Plan documents were provided to audit and finance committee 
members and other Board members at the meeting on September 15th. Both 
committees approved sending the budget to the full Board for approval. No 
changes have been made.  As of November 17th, the Plan has been available for 
public inspection and comment at all of our facilities for the thirty days required 
by the regulation. It has also been made available to the public on the Authority’s 
website. Mr. Bushek noted that there have been no public comments.  A brief 
discussion followed regarding the Walkway Over the Hudson and it was 
explained that we are currently responsible for everything below the deck.  
Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, 
seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted 
unanimously: 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-115 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, Office of the State Comptroller Regulation 2 NYCRR Part 
203 requires that Bridge Authority budget and financial plan information for fiscal 
years 2017 through 2020 be prepared, approved and forwarded in report form to 
the Comptroller; and, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Authority hereby approves the proposed 
budget and financial plan information; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th 
day of November, 2016. 
        

_________________________ 
       Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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3) Annual Billing from NYS Employees’ Retirement System 

 

Mr. Bushek indicated to the Board that annually, as a participating employer, the 
Bridge Authority is billed, by the State Employees Retirement System, for its 
share of the yearly expense for the future pension benefits of its employees.  The 
cost for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2017 is $1,445,031 for the Authority’s 
176 employees currently in the system.  The individual employers’ cost vary from 
year to year based upon salaries, as well as contribution rates which rise and fall 
predicated upon investment results of the Retirement Fund.  This year’s cost is a 
decrease of $233,496, or 13.9% compared to the prior year.  This is the third 
year of decline in charges since the market declines of 2008.  This is a result of 
the more recent market rebound and the Retirement System amortizing losses 
over 5 years.  Mr. Bushek noted that the weak returns from the March 31, 2016 
plan year may end the substantial reductions in payments to the retirement 
system in the coming years if returns do not improve.  Chairman Gerentine called 
for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-116 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the report relative to the payment of 

the annual invoice to the New York State Employees’ Retirement System; and, 
BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Bridge Authority does hereby 

approve the payment of $1,445,031 to the New York State and Local Retirement 
System for pension costs incurred for the year ending March 31, 2017; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th 
day of November, 2016. 
            
      ____________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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4) Correction of Resolution for the Internal Controls System Auditor 
 
Mr. Bushek informed the Board that in error, the resolution in September 
approving the contract BA-2016-OA-002PS for the Internal Controls System 
Auditor was given to the Board under BA-2016-OA-001PS.  The resolution which 
was included in November’s Board packet corrects the error.  Chairman 
Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded 
by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

Resolution No.: 016-117 

Resolution Date: November 17, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the report relative to the 2016 
Internal Audit Plan and engagement letter; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Bridge Authority does hereby 
approve the 2016 Audit Plan and engagement for the contract BA-2016-OA-
002PS awarded at the June 16, 2016 meeting to Tronconi, Segarra & Associates 
at a not to exceed cost of $19,500 for the year ending December 31, 2016; and 
therefore 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution supersedes the 
resolution erroneously approved under Contract BA-2016-AO-001PS approved 
at the September 15, 2016 Board meeting and render it void; and therefore    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 17th 
day of September, 2016. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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5) Quarterly Operations Report Q3 2016  
 
Mr. Bushek indicated to the Board that the traffic increase of 5.24% was the 
result of increases in passenger and commercial, 5.3% and 4.2% respectively.  
This increase is a continuation of the increase that began in Q4 2014 when gas 
prices fell and has been heavily complimented by the mild 2016 winter.  Toll 
revenue increased 4.89% consistent with increase in traffic with passenger and 
commercial contributing 5.2% and 4.3% respectively.  Increasing funds available 
to invest have allowed the Authority to benefit from rising interest rates and 
allowed for a longer term investment horizon, interest income increased 
$181,000 to $499,000 year to date.  Miscellaneous receipts decreased $49,000 
primarily as a result of reduced advertising revenue as the Authority advertising 
program has reached maturity.  Operating expenses increased $891,000 directly 
as a  result of increases in Employee Retirement of $853,000.  The impact of 
GASB 68 and recording of annual pension costs earlier in the year resulted in a 
higher expense through September when the cash paid to the retirement system 
decreased year over year.  Other variances to prior year largely netted out and 
were generally within $100,000 for each expense category.  Operating expenses 
were budgeted at $33.3 million, which includes $2.4 million for accrual post-
employment benefits and $1.6 million for depreciation of the Walkway Over The 
Hudson booked at year end. As of 9/30, $19.1 million was spent.  No action was 
required by the Board. 
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REPORTS TO BOARD: 
 

1) Monthly Activity Report of the Executive Director 

The Monthly Activity Report was submitted by Executive Director Joseph 
Ruggiero noting no expenditures. 
 

2) October 2016 Traffic and Revenue Analysis 

Mr. Ruggiero noted for the month of September traffic increased 2.30% and 
revenue decreased 5.51%.  No action was required by the Board. 
 

3) October 2016 E-ZPass Sales Analysis 

Mr. Ruggiero indicated that year-to-date 2016 tag sales were 4,834, compared to 
5,128 sold year-to-date 2015.  No action was required by the Board. 
 
 
 

4) Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley (HBHV) Monthly Report for November  

2016 

 

Ms. Sullivan reported to the Board the Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley’s 
monthly report for November below: 

 
Expenditures for October 

1. Starting balance of HBHV bank account on 10/1/16: $68,617.92 
Payroll withdrawals:  $3,457.37 
Other expenditures: None 
Ending balance 10/31/16:  $65,160.55 

 
Tara Sullivan’s HBHV projects included: 

1. Weekly meetings and reports with Kathy Burke  

2. Worked with Corinne Smith in Carl Whitbeck’s office on HBHV federal 

501c3 document edits and review 

1. Project oversite and updates 

a) Skywalk update-sidewalk project is underway 

b) Interpretive signage update-research and design continues for the 

RVWB signs with the Bureau of Historic Sites, part of OPRHP 
i. First drafts have been received from OPRHP 

c) Anchorage update-contractor working on conceptual design and will 

furnish us with a completion date along with subsequent weekly 

updates 
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Kathy Burke’s projects included: 

1) Continuing work on Marist “bridge history” program for April   

2) Preparing for oral histories for NYSBA/HBHV with John Brooks 

3) Continued development and expansion of HBHV.org including lesson 

and STEAM curriculum plans for all grades 

4) Update of social media 

5) Extensive historic research, retrieving and reviewing archived files with 

NYSBA 

6) Preparing displays for “museum” at BMB  

7) Working on presentation to Legoland Goshen to create Lego NYSBA 

bridge 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 
1) AET Feasibility Study Update 

 
Mr. Bushek reported as a follow up to the Board from October, a copy of the cash 
patron survey was part of their Board package.  Mr. Bushek noted that the survey 
began being distributed on November 17, 2016, with several hundred being 
passed out per hour.  This report was solely to update the Board on the status of 
the project.  No action required by the Board. 
 
 
 
 
This concluded the regular meeting.  Chairman Gerentine asked for a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Jablonski and approved unanimously, the regular meeting 
adjourned at 3:26 P.M. 

 

The next regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners meeting is scheduled 
for December 15th at 3:00 P.M. at Headquarters. 

 


