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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

 

HELD AT HEADQUARTERS, HIGHLAND, N.Y. ON  

June 15, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

   

  BOARD MEMBERS: 
Gerentine, Richard A., Chairman 
Higgins, Roger P, Vice Chairman 
Dressel, Roderick O., Commissioner 
Jablonski, Diane, Commissioner 
Stanton, J. Henry, Commissioner 
 

   
  OFFICERS: 

Ruggiero, Joseph, Secretary 
  Bushek, Brian, Treasurer 

Whitbeck, Carl G., Counsel 
 
        

Chairman Gerentine called the meeting to order at 3:10 pm. Chairman Gerentine 
called for a motion to adopt the minutes of the May 18, 2017 Annual & Regular 
meeting.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Stanton, the minutes of the May 18, 2017 Annual & Regular meetings were adopted 
unanimously.   Chairman Gerentine asked for a motion to adopt the amended 
agenda.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Jablonski the amended agenda was approved unanimously.   

 

 

Business agenda documents/reports are mailed to the Board Members and 

General Counsel one week prior to the meeting.  Board meetings are web cast 

and are available on-line. 
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ENGINEERING: 

 
1) NBB North Span Catwalk and Cable Tray Replacement/Rehabilitation – BA-

2016-RE-109-CM  
 
Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project in the 
NYS Contract Reporter to lower and modify the existing catwalk on the North 
Span, with bids due on June 8, 2017. Eleven (11) firms requested the plans and 
specifications with four (4) bids submitted; the apparent low bidder being Hudson 
Valley Bridge Construction, Inc. (HVB), at $6,347,000.00. The M/WBE goals 
were set at 2% and 3% respectively and the SDVOB goal at 6%.  Mr. Wright 
recommended awarding this project to HVB of Harriman, New York at a not-to- 
exceed cost of $6,347,000.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded Commissioner Dressel, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

Resolution No.: 017-065 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, bids were solicited through the New York State Contract 
Reporter for the contract entitled Newburgh-Beacon Bridge North Span Catwalk 
& Cable Tray Replacement/Rehabilitation – (BA-2016-RE-109-CM) and four (4) 
bids were received on June 8, 2017; the low bidder being the firm of Hudson 
Valley Bridge Construction, Inc. (HVB).; and 
 WHEREAS, after further review of the cost proposal by the Engineering 
department, it is recommended that a construction contract be awarded to the 
firm of HVB; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority award a construction contract to HVB of Harriman, New 
York at a not-to-exceed cost of $6,347,000.00; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 
            
    __________________________________  
    Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) MHB North Sidewalk Lighting – BA-2017-RE-110-CM  
 
Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project in the 
NYS Contract Reporter to furnish and install fifty-two (52) fully functioning LED 
lights, including conduit and wiring, with bids due on June 6, 2017. Seven (7) 
firms requested the plans and specifications with two (2) bids submitted; the 
apparent low bidder being Power & Construction Group., at $283,955.00. The 
M/WBE goals were set at 30% and the SDVOB goal at 6%.  Mr. Wright 
recommended awarding this project to Power & Construction Group of 
Scottsville, New York at a not to exceed cost of $283,955.00.  Chairman 
Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded 
by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

Resolution No.: 017-066 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, bids were solicited through the New York State Contract 
Reporter for the contract entitled Mid-Hudson Bridge North Sidewalk Lighting – 
(BA-2017-RE-110-CM) and two (2) bids were received on June 6, 2017; the low 
bidder being the firm of Power & Construction Group.; and 
 WHEREAS, after further review of the cost proposal by the Engineering 
department, it is recommended that a construction contract be awarded to the 
firm of Power & Construction Group.; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority award a construction contract to Power & Construction 
Group of Scottsville, New York at a not-to-exceed cost of $283,955.00; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 

          
          
   __________________________________ 
   Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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3) System-Wide Traffic Study – BA-2017-RE-115-ES 
 
Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project to 
perform a study of traffic flows at the intersections and approaches of all five (5) 
of the Authority’s facilities in the NYS Contract Reporter with proposals due June 
6, 2017. Twenty-four (24) firms requested the proposal package with five (5) 
proposals received. The M/WBE goals were set at 30% and the SDVOB goal at 
6%.   After reviewing the technical and cost proposals, Mr. Wight recommended 
Greenman-Pedersen (GPI) as best qualified to perform the work at a not-to- 
exceed cost of $74,000.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dressel, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

Resolution No.: 017-067 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that it is 
in the public interest to award a contract for professional services in connection 
with the system-wide “Traffic Study” to be designated (BA-2017-RE-115-ES); and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority advertised for “Traffic Study” in the New York 
State Contract Reporter; and 

WHEREAS, X firms submitted their technical and cost proposals; and  
WHEREAS, the Authority has determined that Greenman-Pedersen (GPI) 

of Albany, New York, is best qualified to provide the required professional 
services; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering department has reviewed and 
approved the cost proposal; now therefore  

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners authorize a 
professional services agreement to be issued to GPI to provide this study at a 
not-to-exceed cost of $74,000.00; and   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June 2017. 

   
 
________________________________ 

       Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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4) WOTH Steel Repairs – Design – BA-2017-RE-116-DE 
 

Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project to 
analyze and design steel repairs for all Priority 1 and 2 conditions noted in the 
2012 Walkway Over the Hudson Inspection Report in the NYS Contract Reporter 
with proposals due June 8, 2017. Twenty-three (23) firms requested the proposal 
package with three (3) proposals received. The M/WBE goals were set at 30% 
and the SDVOB goal at 6%. After reviewing the technical and cost proposals, Mr. 
Wright recommended WSP, USA as best qualified to perform the work at a not-
to- exceed cost of $298,364.00.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a 
motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

Resolution No.: 017-068 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that it is 
in the public interest to award a contract for professional design services in 
connection with the Walkway Over the Hudson “Steel Repairs” to be designated 
(BA-2017-RE-116-DE); and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority advertised for “Steel Repairs” in the New York 
State Contract Reporter; and 

WHEREAS, three (3) firms submitted their technical and cost proposals; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Authority has determined that WSP, USA of Briarcliff 
Manor, New York is best qualified to provide the required professional services; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Authority’s Engineering department has reviewed and 
approved the cost proposal; now therefore  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners authorize a 
professional services agreement to be issued to WSP, USA to provide these 
design services at a not-to-exceed cost of $298,364.00; and   
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June 2017. 

   
 

________________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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5) Office Furniture and partition Replacement – BA-2017-OO-003-AC 
 
Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the Authority advertised this project to 
furnish and install new furniture and partitions and remove existing furniture and 
partitions in the Operations Building at Headquarters in the NYS Contract 
Reporter with proposals that were due May 25, 2017. Twenty-one (21) firms 
requested the proposal package with seven (7) proposals received. The M/WBE 
goals were set at 30% and the SDVOB goal at 6%.  The apparent low bidder was 
Hudson Valley Office Furniture at a not-to-exceed cost of $42,224.72.  Shortly 
after the bidding process was complete it was decided to provide new furniture 
for the Headquarters Administration wing. Much of the Headquarters furniture is 
similar to the OPS furniture so it was decided to add it as a change order to the 
OPS bid. The Headquarters furniture change order cost is $24,466.61 which 
added to the OPS bid, the revised total is now $66,691.33.  Chairman Gerentine 
called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by 
Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously:  

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

Resolution No.: 017-069 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority has determined that it is 
in the interest of its employees to furnish and install new furniture and partitions 
in the Operations Building at the Headquarters Campus as “Office Furniture and 
Partition Replacement” to be designated (BA-2017-OO-003-AC); and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority advertised for “Office Furniture and Partition 
Replacement” in the New York State Contract Reporter; and 

WHEREAS, seven (7) firms submitted their cost proposals with one being 
considered non-responsive for not bidding the entire project; and  

WHEREAS, the Authority has determined Hudson Valley Office Furniture 
to be the apparent low bidder at $42,224.72; and 

WHEREAS, since completion of the bidding process, the Authority has 
recently decided to provide new furniture to the Administration wing in 
Headquarters and since said furniture is similar to the furniture bid for the 
Operations Building; now therefore  

BE IT RESOLVED that a change order be added to the original 
Operations Building bid at a not-to-exceed cost of $24,466.61 for the additional 
furniture; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners authorize 
this purchase at a total cost of $66,691.33; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June 2017. 

   
 

________________________________ 
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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6) Solar Power Purchase Agreement – KRB Solar Construction – BA-2017-RE-105-
SU 
 
Mr. Wright to recommended asking for Board approval to pay up to $29,250 to 
Central Hudson for 25% of the potential $117,000.00 interconnection fee in order 
to move the solar project forward and be grandfathered into the current 
PSC/NYSERDA incentives. The Authority is pursuing this project to meet the 
Governor’s initiative to have agencies utilize sustainable energy for 50% of their 
energy consumption by 2030.  If all progresses smoothly, NYSBA will enter into a 
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Active Solar Development, LLC, to install 
an approximately 600,000 KWh solar array at the KRB with the Authority having 
to spend an estimated $117,000 for the interconnection fee, which includes the 
cost of the capacity study, payable to Central Hudson while Active Solar 
Development will install the system and charge NYSBA $0.10/Kwh (our current 
average Central Hudson cost) with no escalation for 20 years.  It should be noted 
that should Central Hudson not approve the interconnection, NYSBA will only be 
liable for the $750 application fee and the study fee of $2,500.  Mr. Wright 
presented this approval to pay Central Hudson up to $29,250 for the 25% of the 
potential $117,000.00 interconnection fee to the Board seeking their approval.  
Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, 
seconded by Commissioner Stanton, the following resolution was adopted 
unanimously: 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

Resolution No.: 017-070 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, per the Governor’s initiative that state agencies utilize 
sustainable energy for 50% of their energy consumption by the year 2030, the 
Authority has determined it is in the public interest to install a new solar energy 
system at the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge; and 

WHEREAS, in order to construct this new system, Central Hudson Gas & 
Electric Corp. must complete a capacity study and determine an interconnection 
fee; now therefore  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners authorize that a 
purchase order be  issued to Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp., of 
Poughkeepsie, New York in an amount not-to-exceed $29,250.00; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June 2017. 
            
     ______________________________  
      Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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7)  Authorization of Power Purchase Agreement with Active Solar, LLC at KRB – 
BA-2017-RE-105-SU 

 
Mr. Wright reported to the Board that as part of the ongoing solar project at the 
Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge, the Authority must execute a Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) with Active Solar Development, LLC to install an approximately 
600,000 kWh solar array and charge the Authority $0.10/KWh (the Authority’s 
current average Central Hudson cost) with no escalation for twenty (20) years.  
Mr. Wright indicated to the Board that the PPA has been reviewed and approved 
by Counsel.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice 
Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
Resolution No.: 017-071 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, per the Governor’s initiative that state agencies utilize 
sustainable energy for 50% of their energy consumption by the year 2030, the 
Authority has determined it is in the public interest to install a new solar energy 
system at the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority publicly advertised and bid this opportunity as 
BA-2017-RE-105-PS “Solar Initiative Services” and has reviewed the technical 
and cost proposals received; now therefore  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners authorize the 
Executive Director to execute a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Active 
Solar Development, LLC to install an approximately 600,000 kWh solar array at 
the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge and provide power to the Authority at $0.10/KWh 
with no escalation for twenty (20) years; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June 2017. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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8) Jobs in Progress  
 

Mr. Wright advised the Board regarding the Engineering Jobs in Progress Report 
for the month.  Mr. Wright reported that sidewalk replacement at the Rip Van 
Winkle Bridge still continues.  Roof replacement at the Mid-Hudson Bridge office 
is close to finishing.  Mr. Wright also mentioned that steel repairs continue at the 
Newburgh Beacon Bridge and are on schedule. Chairman Gerentine called for a 
motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner 
Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
Resolution No.: 017-072 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the monthly Engineering Progress 
Report on Capital Project Status; and 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Engineering Progress Report is accepted as 
an instrument documenting the Board’s briefing of Capital Construction activities; 
and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this                   
15th day of June 2017. 
             
            
                 ________________________                

Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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FINANCIAL: 
 

1) Investment Transaction Report 

 

Mr. Bushek reviewed the Investment Report for the month noting ten investments 
for the month. Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice 
Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the following 
resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
Resolution No.: 017-073 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the investment control procedures for the New York State 
Bridge Authority provide that the Board shall review and approve the report of 
investment transactions completed since the meeting of the Board on May 18, 
2017; now therefore and, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority the New York State Bridge Authority does hereby concur 
with and approve the investment report as filed with this body on this date for the 
purpose noted; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) 2017 Maintenance Reserve Fund Balance Determination  

 
Mr. Bushek indicated to the Board that in accordance with Section 5.03 of the 
Bond Resolution, a certificate of an Authorized Officer of the authority indicating 
the required balance in the Maintenance Reserve Fund is $66,688,000.  This 
balance, determined by resolution annually, is the amount necessary to enable 
the Authority to comply with the covenant contained in Section 7.12 of the Bond 
Resolution.  It represents the revised Board approved Capital Improvement 
Program for the years 2017-2019.  Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On 
a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Dressel, the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 
 

Resolution No.: 017-074 
Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 

 
WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the report relative to determining the 

adequate balance in the Maintenance Reserve Fund; now therefore and, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the balance shall be $66,688,000 as 
recommended by the consulting Engineers, Modjeski and Masters, P.C.; and 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: 
 

1) Microsoft Licensing Renewal 
 
Mr. Herd indicated to the Board that it is necessary to license the Microsoft 
operating systems and programs installed on the computers in use at the 
Authority.  To maintain license integrity and to allow the use of multiple versions 
of the Microsoft Suite of products, the Authority participates in the NYS statewide 
Microsoft Licensing Program (Software Assurance).  The benefits of this program 
include price protection, predictable budgetary amounts and software licensing 
flexibility over the period of this agreement.  This program is structured as a 
“three year” agreement with annual payments.  The current agreement with Dell 
has been extended for another three year period with a total cost of $70,952.76. 
The second annual payment is now due.  In addition to the existing software the 
Authority is required to “true up” for licenses that we are utilizing in addition to 
what we already have.  Mr. Herd recommended an approval of the second 
payment and the additional licenses for a total of $26,224.53.  The licensing 
agreement through the NYS Office of General Services (PS67650) has been 
awarded to Dell and they are the reseller of these services.  The amount 
associated with this second of three payments is identified in the approved 
Department of Information Technology’s 2017 Operating Budget.  Chairman 
Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Commissioner Higgins, seconded 
by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
Resolution No.: 017-075 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has reviewed the memorandum 
describing the need to license the Microsoft software products in use on the 
Authority’s electronic computer systems; and, 
 WHEREAS, the Authority will participate in this licensing program through 
the NYS Office of General Services Statewide Contract PS67650; now therefore 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the New York 
State Bridge Authority that the purchase of the software licensing services for the 
second year of a three year program hereby be approves at a cost not to exceed 
of $26,224.53; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, or his 
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to 
implement this resolution. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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REPORTS TO BOARD: 
 

1) Monthly Activity Report of the Executive Director 

The Monthly Activity Report was submitted by Executive Director Joseph 
Ruggiero noting a donation for “Out of the Darkness” Dutchess/Ulster Community 
Walk 2017 Sponsorship. 
 

2) May 2017 Traffic and Revenue Analysis 

Mr. Ruggiero noted for the month of April traffic increased 1.01% and revenue 
increased 0.29%.  No action was required by the Board. 
 

3) April 2017 E-ZPass Sales Analysis 

Mr. Ruggiero indicated that year-to-date 2017 tag sales were 4,541, compared to 
2,187 sold year-to-date 2016.  No action was required by the Board. 
 
 

4) Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley (HBHV) Monthly Report for May 2017 

 
Ms. Sullivan reviewed her HVHB report to the Board. 
   
Expenditures for May 2017 
Starting balance of HBHV bank account on 5/2/17: $37,093.96 
Payroll withdrawals:  $4080.50 
Other expenditures:  

Printing: $420.00 
Framing: $2863.68 
Lithograph scanning: $466.00 
Promotion: $75.00 
Museum display materials: $260.67 
 

Ending balance 6/2/17:  $28,928.11 
 

Special note:  Kathy Burke’s contract and the HBHV annual funding will be up for 
renewal at the NYSBA Board’s July Meeting. 
 
Tara Sullivan’s HBHV projects included: 

1. Weekly meetings and reports with Kathy Burke  
2. Project oversite and updates 

a. Interpretive signage for MHB update-design underway 
b. RVWB signage in final stage of production  
c. Anchorage update 

i. Cultural Resource Specialist working with designer, plans 
underway 

d. Oversight on BMB Museum space refurbishment-finished  



5552 

 

 

 

e. Oversight on RVWB classroom space refurbishment-finished 
f. Skywalk proceeding to Phase 3-connecting the RVWB to Olana 

 
Kathy Burke’s projects include: 
1. Bear Mountain Bridge Museum planning meetings and details for the STEAM 

professional development workshop for Master Teachers complete 
2. Teaching the Hudson Valley – preparations underway for the summer 

workshop in July  

3. John Gould artwork for the RVWB classroom has been secured for education 

groups, framed and installed. 

4. Hudson River Bridge History for Marist College Center for Lifetime Studies at 
Locust Grove complete 

 
5. Editing and cataloging photos acquired from the Smithsonian; 90 of RVWB 

construction; 75 from MHB construction. 
6. Continuing development of HBHV.org including the special formats of website 

content for phones and tablets.  Screencasts, Edpuzzles and other formats 
have been created for educators to use with their students in the classroom.  
These will be introduced at the Master Teacher workshop at BMB and then 
uploaded to the Google share. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1) HBHV Funding Renewal 
 

Ms. Sullivan indicated to the Board that the premises of the Historic Bridges of 
the Hudson Valley (HBHV) was created to carry out the NYSBA mission “to 
maintain and operate the safe vehicle crossings over the Hudson River 
entrusted to its jurisdiction for the economic and social benefit of the 
people of the State of New York.”  The law creating the New York State Bridge 
Authority is found in the Bridge Authority Act, currently Sections 525 to 542 of the 
New York Public Authorities Law.  The act also states that NYSBA may 
advertise the facilities and advantages of the bridges.  An integral part of the 
NYSBA mission states that it is in the best interest of NYSBA and the people of 
the Hudson Valley to create a popular awareness of the many beneficial aspects 
of having a regional, time-tested, and wholly successful authority running their 
bridges, keeping them safely maintained, and keeping the costs and therefore 
the tolls down.  In July 2016, HBHV hired a new Director, Kathy Burke who as a 
New York State certified teacher with an M.S. in Education, established author 
and researcher of NYSBA bridges, began a critical new phase of promoting the 
rich history of the NYSBA bridges and directing HBHV to a place among the 
notable historic organizations in the Hudson Valley.  Ms. Burke has made 
multiple and impressive accomplishments in this phase as demonstrated in the 
attached year-end report and her presentation to the Board in March.  Due to this 
success, Ms. Sullivan recommended an approval by the Board to renew the 
HBHV Internal Operating Procedures Manual and accompanying resolution 
which will allow for renewing Ms. Burke’s Employment Agreement for another 
year and includes basic operating and administrative funds for HBHV.  Chairman 
Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded 
by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 
 

Resolution No.: 017-076 
Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 

 
WHEREAS, the New York State Bridge Authority (hereinafter “the 

Authority”), by Section 528(13) of the Public Authorities Law of the State of New 
York, is authorized to participate in educational and marketing programs to 
promote and advertise the benefit of the bridges; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority has hundreds of artifacts relating to the history 
of the Authority and its bridges; and 
 WHEREAS, the success of the Walkway-Over-the-Hudson has 
emphasized to the Authority the benefit of making the public aware of the 
important infrastructure improvements which the five bridges offer to the Hudson 
Valley, in particular, and to the northeastern United States in general; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Authority has caused the Historic Bridges of the Hudson 
Valley Inc. (hereinafter “HBHV”) to be incorporated with the Board of Regents of 
the State of New York as an educational entity; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority seeks to expand the public consciousness of the 
Authority, its bridges, and the history of the contribution of the bridges to the 
growth of the Hudson Valley; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority specifically could provide public access to its 
artifacts by creating a museum within the anchorage at the east end of the Mid-
Hudson Bridge; and 
 WHEREAS, the Authority has implemented an educational program and 
curriculum throughout the Hudson Valley through the preparation and distribution 
of educational materials to school districts in the counties serviced by the 
Authority; and 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Authority believes that it 
would be appropriate to renew its adopting of an Internal Operating Procedures 
Manual with HBHV to further advance the purposes hereinabove set forth in 
accordance with the Internal Operating Procedures Manual which is annexed to 
this resolution and made a part hereof as if fully set forth at length herein; and 
 WHEREAS, HBHV has hiring an employee on a part-time basis to further 
the purposes of the corporation would be desirable; and 
 WHEREAS, HBHV proposes to renew an Employment Agreement with 
Kathryn Burke to provide such part-time services in accordance with the 
proposed Employment Agreement, a copy of which is annexed to this resolution; 
now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the 
Internal Operating Procedures Manual and the Chairman is hereby authorized 
and directed to execute the Manual; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Executive Director, upon execution 
of the renewed Internal Operating Procedures Manual by both parties, shall 
cause the sum of $77,286 to be transferred to Pattison, Koskey, Howe & Bucci, 
CPA’s, P.C., on behalf of HBHV in order to fund the implementation of this 
resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 
            
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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2) Board Reschedule  

 
In light of the Jewish holiday of Rosh Hashanah taking place this year at the 
same time when the Board of Commissioners meeting is scheduled, it is 
recommended that the Board of Commissioners change the date of the meeting 
from Thursday September 21, 2017 at 3:00 PM to Wednesday September 20, 
2017 at 3:00 PM to accommodate the public and the Board of Commissioners.   
Chairman asked for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman Higgins, seconded 
by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution was adopted unanimously:  

 
NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 

BOARD RESOLUTION 
 

Resolution No.: 017-077 
Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners finds it appropriate to change 

the date of the previously scheduled September 2017 meeting;  
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Board changes the date of the September 
meeting from September 21, 2017 to September 20, 2017 at 3:00 pm at the 
Authority’s Headquarters in Highland, NY; and  
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director, or his designee, 
is hereby authorized and directed to take the necessary measures to implement 
this resolution. 
  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 
 
             
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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3) Collective Bargaining Agreement  
 
Mr. Ruggiero indicated to the Board that the Collective Bargaining Unit 
voted to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement on June 6, 2017.  
Chairman Gerentine called for a motion.  On a motion of Vice Chairman 
Higgins, seconded by Commissioner Jablonski, the following resolution 
was adopted unanimously: 
 

NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY 
BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
Resolution No.: 017-078 

Resolution Date: June 15, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, the bargaining teams for the CSEA and the New York State 
Bridge Authority have executed documents reflecting a tentative agreement to 
the terms of a new Collective Bargaining Agreement commencing April 1, 2017 
through March 31, 2022, a summary of which is attached to this Resolution; now 
therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the tentative agreement is approved and the 
Executive Director, in consultation with General Counsel, shall execute a new 
Collective Bargaining Agreement substantially conforming to the terms attached 
to this Resolution, and take all steps reasonable and necessary to implement the 
intent of this Resolution. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this resolution has been duly adopted this 15th 
day of June, 2017. 

 
             
     __________________________________ 
     Joseph Ruggiero, Secretary 
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This concluded the regular meeting.  Chairman Gerentine asked for a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  On a motion of Commissioner Stanton, seconded by 
Commissioner Dressel and approved unanimously, the regular meeting 
adjourned at 3:34 P.M. 
 
The next Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners meeting is scheduled 
for June 15th at 3:00 P.M. at Headquarters. 

 


