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BRIDGE HISTORY MUSEUM AT POUGHKEEPSIE LIBRARY
New Exhibit Highlights History of Iconic Structures

The first public presentation of a new traveling museum will be held at the Adriance Memorial Library this Thursday at 7PM.  NYS Bridge Authority Executive Director Joseph Ruggiero will open the exhibit and talk about the importance of the valley’s Hudson River bridges over the past 90 years. 

“From the Bear Mountain to the Rip Van Winkle, the Hudson River bridges have played important roles in both our region and our nation,” Ruggiero said.  “I’m pleased to be able to share the remarkable history of these magnificent structures.”  

The Traveling Museum Exhibit is comprised of six large free-standing panels describing the New York State Bridge Authority, and each of its five vehicular bridges:
· Bear Mountain Bridge, opened in 1924
· Mid-Hudson Bridge, opened in 1930 
· Rip Van Winkle Bridge, opened in 1935
· Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge, opened in 1957
· Newburgh-Beacon Bridge, north span opened in 1963, south span in 1980 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibit highlights the history, unique design and engineering, and relationship to the Hudson Valley’s history and includes IPads that present a catalog and photos of bridge artifacts and photos and stories about the bridges.  A special feature of the electronic presentation is the scanned news coverage of the bridges since the inception of the NYS Bridge Authority in 1932. 

The Traveling Museum will be available to schools and libraries across the region.  Interested groups should contact the NYS Bridge Authority to discuss presentations and exhibits.

The Authority also plans to form a non-profit organization, Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley (HBHV), to share the rich history embedded in the valley’s bridges, support the traveling museum and become the curator and custodian of historical artifacts regarding the bridges.

The Poughkeepsie Public Library District will host the first installation of the Traveling Museum Project on Hudson Valley Bridges during the month of May at the Adriance Memorial Library’s Mary Wojtecki Rotunda Gallery, 93 Market Street in Poughkeepsie during regular library hours. See www.poklib.org or call 845-485-3445 X 3702 for more information.
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For all of the latest news, business opportunities, and Authority updates please follow us on Twitter at @NYSBridge (https://twitter.com/#!/NYSBridge).  You can also find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com) by searching for the “New York State Bridge Authority.” 
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