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For Immediate Release:  September 29, 2015

OPERATION GOAT A SUCCESS
Goats Clean Up Under Walkway Over The Hudson Bridge

After 10 weeks and some very full stomachs, the Bridge Authority declared success with an experimental project to use goats for vegetation control in hard to reach areas under the Walkway Over the Hudson Railroad Bridge.

“The goats did an outstanding job clearing poison ivy, sumac and pretty much everything else they could reach,” said Executive Director Joseph Ruggiero.  “We’re very pleased with the results and are planning new projects for next year.”

A dozen goats from Green Goats, a Rhinebeck company owned by Ann and Larry Cihanek, took up residence in fenced areas under the Walkway Bridge in July.  As they cleared one section under the bridge, they were moved to new areas to continue eating their way through Poughkeepsie.

“Not only did we save money by contracting the goats, they made the job of clearing stalks and fixing our fences a lot easier for our summer crews,” said Authority Chairman Richard A. Gerentine.  “What started as a suggestion from a staff member, maybe a little in jest, turned into a well-run project for the Authority.”

The goats were also a hit with community residents.

“Almost every day, children and adults would stop to see the goats at work,” Ruggiero said, “and when one goat wiggled through a gap in the fence, local residents corralled the escape artist and called us to put him back to work.”

The Authority spent $10,440 to contract the goats, about half what it spent for similar work in past years with summer maintenance crews.  The way goats eat vegetation will also provide more long-lasting weed control than simply cutting them down.

Tragedy struck the Cihaneks in February when 100 goats perished in a barn fire in Red Hook, NY during the coldest part of the winter.  The community quickly responded and Green Goats was back in business in May.  
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Through tremendous community support and generous donations from the public, the Cihaneks have a full herd again and recently began building a new barn to house the goats in Red Hook over the winter. 

The NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation is responsible for the public aspects of the Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Site and the lands on either side of the bridge.  The Bridge Authority was given the responsibility to maintain the structure of the bridge and the land under the piers in a law adopted by the state in 2010.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:  before and after photos are attached as well as several photos of the goats on the job.


For all of the latest news, business opportunities, and Authority updates please follow us on Twitter at @NYSBridge (https://twitter.com/#!/NYSBridge).  You can also find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com) by searching for the “New York State Bridge Authority.” 
Quick Facts about the New York State Bridge Authority
· The NYS Bridge Authority operates the Bear Mountain, Newburgh-Beacon, Mid-Hudson, Kingston-Rhinecliff and Rip Van Winkle bridges and owns and maintains the structure of the Walkway Over the Hudson Bridge.  	
· The Authority is funded principally from bridge tolls and receives no state or federal tax monies for bridge maintenance and operation.
· NYSBA tolls are among the lowest nationwide for self-supporting transportation agencies and are actually lower, in real dollars, than they were in 1933 when the Authority began operations.
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