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BRIDGE AUTHORITY CUTS ELECTRIC COSTS
LED LIGHTS PLANNED FOR KINGSTON-RHINECLIFF AND RIP VAN WINKLE

Highland, NY – The Bridge Authority will cut energy consumption, save thousands a year and provide better lighting at its two northern bridges this year.

Expanding on its successful LED lighting program, the Board of Commissioners of the NYS Bridge Authority approved new projects for the Kingston-Rhinecliff and Rip Van Winkle bridges today.

“These two projects will save the Authority up to $68,000 a year in energy costs and the payback period for the initial investment is only about six months,” Executive Director Joseph Ruggiero said. 

Ruggiero noted that the recently completed Mid-Hudson Bridge LED project is expected to save the Authority a little over $53,000 per year bringing the estimated annual savings for the program to $121,000.

“Keeping up with technology that provides a better service to our customers while saving money at the same time are just more examples of the way the Bridge Authority continues to serve the residents of the Hudson Valley,” Authority Chairman Richard A. Gerentine said.

Working with Central Hudson Energy and Lime Energy, energy efficiency experts that coordinate the program for utility companies, the Bridge Authority expects to complete installation of the new LED fixtures over the summer.

Ruggiero said that the Authority will replace 10 exterior building mounted lights, 18 high mast lights and 108 street lights at the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge.  The Authority will save more than $19,000 by using its own staff to do the work so the project will only cost $25,134.66.  

Savings at the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge are expected to be about $47,000 per year.

At the Rip Van Winkle Bridge, between Catskill and Hudson, NY, the Authority will install 14 building mounted lights and 63 street lights.  The Bridge Authority will save a little over $11,000 by doing the installation itself.  

The cost for the lights is $10,984.87 and annual savings of about $21,000 per year are expected.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“I want to thank Lime Energy and Central Hudson for making this opportunity available to the Bridge Authority,” Ruggiero said.  “It’s this type of partnership that helps us to deliver on our promise of cost-effective and well maintained bridges for everyone in the region.”
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For all of the latest news, business opportunities, and Authority updates please follow us on Twitter at @NYSBridge (https://twitter.com/#!/NYSBridge).  You can also find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com) by searching for the “New York State Bridge Authority.” 
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